Special Edition

THE BOT CHAIRMAN'S BRIEF

I

t is with humility and gratitude to our creator
that I welcome you all to this edition of the
Helpers Digest commemorating the 15th Year
anniversary of Life Helpers.

The passion of Life Helpers has always been
driven by the need to put a smile on a face,
not giving up until we have communities of
smiling faces everywhere we go,
leaving no one behind.
One win at a time. Putting a smile on a face,
requires we go an extra mile, No time to wait
a while or take a break from the purpose,
Till our last breath, giving it all it will take Is
loving them till they smile
Fifteen years is a major milestone for any
institution. We have made much strides from when
we started though there is still much more to do.
Our celebration is not so much a festivity,
but a solemn occasion to pause and reflect at the
journey this far. A moment to look ahead at
the mountains we must still climb.
Many people have been critical on this journey.
Today I want to pay tribute to the men and
women of goodwill along the journey, who
demonstrated resilience and determination to
prevail.
They include and not limited to
All State and LGA and their officials
Our partners in Nigeria and beyond
Management staff who have loyally served the
Institution over the years.
Staffs – especially those who are no longer
working with us. You are all awesome people.
I acknowledge the tenacity of our indefatigable
Executive Director, Mr. Tayo Fatinikun in being
on ground to direct the affairs and keep the vision

on course. I particularly want to mention
some of our stakeholders and partners that have
provided both technical and financial support
to the institution since inception. Both factors are
critical. Such as MoWA (Ministry of Women and
Children Affairs), MoE (Ministry of Education), MoH
(Ministry of Health), MoLG (Ministry of
Local Government Affairs, all State Governments of
our office locations, SUBEBs of different
states and the traditional institutions.
I must also mention that several International and
National Non-governmental organization who
has partnered with us or even currently partnering
with us has immensely and immeasurably
contributed in mentored the team, supporting in
developing a strong viable and sustainable
framework for greater effectiveness and efficiency.
This is key and cannot be overemphasized.
These partners have supported in diverse and noble
ways in order for Life Helpers to achieve
many of her goals to the communities in our area of
interest – Education, Health, Socio-economic
development/Livelihood, Gender/Governance and
A g r i c u l t u re ; t a rg e t i n g C h i l d re n , Yo u t h s ,
Women and Community Structures. Testimonies
from the beneficiaries are very humbling and
are the priceless rewards for the efforts.
As we look back and rate our conduct and
faithfulness to the dreams at foundation, we can
say with pride that we have played our part and
will continue to do so. Now we must redesign
ourselves for
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The ED Speaks

L

date and another staff designed the current
LHI logo. Our pioneering work as an
organization with local, national and
international partners are Society for
Family Health, MTN Foundation, JSI TSHIP,
Creative Associates NEI and RTI LEAD. The
relationship with them transformed the
organisation

HI started as a passion that became a
vision, it was just a passion to put a
smile on children faces. We started
with using religious and national days to
celebrate with them. Subsequently on 1st
Oct, 2004, we launched an outreach to the
Sokoto State Orphanage, called Beulah
Projects, which was changed in 2006 to Life
Helpers Initiative, registered with the As LHI grew over the years, the vision to
C o o p e ra te A f fa i r s C o m m i s s i o n by expand to other northern states was
September 2007.
conceived and achieved. The Kebbi office
came into light in 2014, Zamfara 2016,
LHI pioneered a self-sponsored initiative,
Borno 2017, Yobe and Adamawa 2018.
Child Development Program (CDP) which
has supported over300 vulnerable
I am exhilarated to see how everyone has
children especially children living
been dedicated and ensured work was
positively and last year, our first set of
always done, I thank everyone, our
children went for the National Youth
Partners, Stakeholders, and staff. I hope we
Service.
gain greater heights together and achieve
more.
Historically, 3 staff composed the
Organization's anthem which is in use till
continuation from page 1
for the new challenges and opportunities that our society faces. We must constantly rethink our tools, our
systems, our responses.

We must be wary of providing old answers to new problems. Financing projects to bring smiles to the faces
of the vulnerable in our communities is a major challenge. We call on greater support from our partners and
additional institutions to come partner with us. We appeal to the state and federal government and its
institutions, private sector, civil society, youth, women groups, media, parliaments to come partner with us on
this noble course.
Above all, we must continue to be at the center of social and economic transformation, and in the enabling of
fair and inclusive societies that provide equal opportunities for all, for men and women, for every individual,
irrespective of their circumstance of birth; not leaving the children or women behind.
We will be exploring opportunities. Challenges metamorphose always and new once arise. Our toolbox, our
responses, must accordingly evolve. Our vision remains as relevant as ever. Let me conclude by saying that
nothing would have been possible without your devotion to the task at hand as staff and partners. No
organization has a divine right to exist. It takes men and women of purpose to bring dreams to reality.
We still have a lot to do.
Thank you all.
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Engr Godfrey Mayuku
Chairman, BOT

Child Protection A Major Facet of Life

L

ife has its piercing edges but only the
strong and persistent overcomes;
Balkisu a resident of Dambuwa area
in Sokoto State has been the responsibility
of Life Helpers Initiative for over 5 years. As
a 16years old girl, she was raped and
impregnated. Though the rapist was
sentenced to a mere 9mths jail term,
Balkisu's life was completely altered her
hopes and dreams were almost dashed, for
her life became a nightmare after this sad
occurrence. Her family were no longer
supportive, she was left to wallow on her
own.
Providence smiled on her during this tumult
period of her life as Life Helpers in the year
2014 became aware of her situation and
took her up. She gave birth in May 2015, a
son, we named Aliyu Muhammad who today

is over 5years old and in Pry 1. Life Helpers
went further to enroll her into a skill
acquisition center where she was able to
superbly learn knitting, tailoring and bead
making. Balkisu's son Aliyu.
One of the most transforming statements
Balkisu made was, 'Even though I don't
know why God chose me to pass through
this experience, I have accepted my fate and
I hope life can smile at me. And today, life is
smiling on her. Aliyu is growing with all
needed attention and support from Life
Helpers; Balkisu has remarried and now has
a 1yr Old daughter and she is into her little
business and gainfully making progress.
This is made possible by the many
individual and private supports LHI enjoys.
At Life Helpers, we are committed to
transforming lives

What Our Beneficiaries Have To Say

T

he community members of
Ruwawuri LGA Tanagaza,
shared their terrible
experience so far of how they've
been ignored by the government for
the past years; they expressed their
gratitude to FTF project and Life
Helpers for providing a water tank
and a borehole in their community.
The WASH Committee Chairman said
ever since Life Helpers and FTF
intervened they've been consuming
clean and purified water which has
improved their health status.
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We have a lot to be thankful for

A

minu Ibrahim, the KabuKabu Chairman from Dagawa Community of Yabo LGA said, “The
PLAN SHOW Project, implemented by LHI, has changed our lives. The problem we had in the
past of people not going to the hospital is now a thing of the past, before now many have died
due to carelessness and lack of knowledge. Even when there is a serious health challenge, most
people still refuse to go to the Primary Health Care or Hospital around. All thanks to work of the
CBHVs, under your care, who sensitized us on the essentiality of our health and taking good care of
the body especially for pregnant mothers and children. We were
sensitized and some of our women were trained of how to carry out
their duties in enlightening the other women in the communities. We
once had a case of a 6-year-old who was raped by an adult in the
community, if it were to be before, the case will die quietly. Thank God
for the intervention, the girl was taken to the hospital for proper
check after which the case was followed and all justice was done”.
Aminu further stated that,' Our women now go for ANC, PNC and take
their children for immunization, exclusive breastfeeding is the order
of the day for mothers who birthed, everything has been moving
smoothly and we are grateful. I can't say everything but all I can say is
we are grateful because all we didn't understand now have been
made clear to us, we now know it is paramount to practice personal hygiene and also that helping
others when they are in problem is a good gesture. Thank you, Life Helpers”!

A Brief From Our Stakeholders

O

n being posted to the Ministry of Women and Children Affairs in
2016, I came in contact with LHI a Non-governmental
Organization based in Sokoto State through a program on political
participation for women. The Ministry collaborated with LHI on issues
relating to women and children. We've had series of meetings on trying to
build the capacity of women. The project was on the need for women to be
involved in decision making processes and, on that platform, we now
have active women, such participation led to a lot of women having
voters' card and participating in programs through WDC leaders.
Life Helpers was also one of the implementing partners on the STEER
project, a project on helping vulnerable children with basic needs. That so
far, has been the relationship between the Ministry and Life Helpers Initiative. We have also
collaborated with LHI to develop the Gender Policy which is currently in use. Largely, LHI has been
working hand in hand with the Ministry to enhance the activities of women and children. I will advise
that they do more in carrying the ministry along when carrying out activities in the communities and
in terms of documentation and reports, so these activities can be monitored. MoWA shall always
provide support for all partners.
I wish LHI all the best- Aisha Muhammed Dan Tsoho, Permanent Secretary MOWA.
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CYCLING COMPETITION:
“supporting The Young To Discover Their Talents”

O

n the 16th of July, 2018, an orientation meeting
with contestants of Aisha Madawaki Junior
Secondary School was held at LHI Multipurpose
Hall. The Cycling competition was aimed at helping the
young ones discover and showcase their talents and also
to encourage them. Out of 50 participants who were
invited, only 22 were present. The orientation was used
to educate the participants on proper dressing, tips on
bike racing, rules of the competitions among a few other
logistical issues. A branded T-shirts for the Competition
was subsequently issued before the commencement of
the race. The Competition prizes were big bicycles for
the 1st, Small Bicycle for 2nd position and a school bag
full of educational materials for the 3rd position.
The Cycling Competition was flagged off by the
Permanent Secretary, Ministry for Youth and Sport
Development at the Sultan Abubakar 111 International
Airport and contestants were received at the Meigero
Theatre by State Government House by dignitaries led
by the then Hon Commissioner of Basic Education, Prof
Aisha Madawaki (MFR). Of the 21 Participating Schools,
Alheri Schools came 1st with a time of 55mins; in 2nd
was Sultan Muhammadu Institute for Quranic Studies
Secondary School with time of 60mins and Ciroma Bello
Junior Secondary School was on the 3rd place. A Cultural
Dance Troupe was there to cheer everyone up.

During the prize presentation, Prof. Aisha
Madawaki commended every participant
for their effort and Life Helpers Initiative for
their tireless support and for helping in
organizing the race. She congratulated the
winners and expressed her desire that
Sokoto state will be able to participate at the
National Cycling Competition to hold at
Ilorin, Kwara state later in October 2018.
The Executive Director of Life Helpers
Initiative Mr Tayo Fatinikun closed the event
saying how grateful he was for the success of
the competition being the first of its kind in
the state. He also thanked the organizing
committee and his staff for making this a
reality.
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Child Protection Report

L

ife Helpers Initiative, through the implementation of some project, continued to
provide essential interventions that empowers individuals, households and
communities. This has continuously transcended into improved livelihood, good
health, increased school retention level, reuniting SGBV survivors with their families
and voiced to the marginalized groups among others to her beneficiaries, which
invariably reduced the vulnerability of our targeted beneficiaries in the communities.
This is achieved through the stronger community driven system strengthening and
innovative implementation strategies carried out by our dedicated staff across our six
implementing states.
This report shows the number of beneficiaries that were served on child protection
issues from January 2019 till date. The chart below shows the geographical location of
LHI implementing states in Nigeria

Source: LHI Database 2019

T

he above chart shows the number of SGBV survivors reunited with their
families through LHI intervention on child protection, 21 among the children
are males and are 41 females, while 18 males and 16 females received psychosocial support. Also 2 males have been supported with scholastic materials, 1 among
the children supported with scholastic materials has been under LHI's care since
2015, the mother gave birth to the boy as a result of rape and the family of the mother
rejected him, saying they will give the boy out to an orphanage home. LHI took care of
the child's mother during her pregnancy and after delivery, and since then decided to
take the custody of the child. The right process was followed in the adoption of the
child and he has been with LHI since 31st December 2015. More so, LHI has been the
family of the child, he was enrolled into school and the organization has been catering
for him ever since, the child has now graduated from Nursery school and has been
promoted to Primary on the 28th of August, 2019.
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The Heads, The Hands
and The Heart:
1. Engr Godfrey Mayuku
2. Mrs Utibe Mojiminiyi
3. Mrs Bukola Fatinikun
4. Pharm Samuel Olaoye
5. Barr. Mrs. Joy Iheanacho
6. Pharm. Mrs Iyabo Adebisi
7. Tayo Fatinikun
8. Habakkuk Ohu
9. Taiye Lawal
10. Hadiza Ibrahim Yaro.
11. Peter Oyedele
12. Kolawole Famokun
13. Ogunyemi Oladapo
14. Rebecca Usman
15. Odesola Babatunde Moses
16. Ajoke E.Obaro
17. Safinat Sani
18. Joy Akogwu
19. Abdullahi M Dange
20. Bilkisu Saidu
21. Tabitha Bako
22. Fatima Ibrahim Nikau
23. Shafa'atu Musa
24. Aliyu Muazu
25. Nankwat Joseph
26. Maryam Ibrahim
27. Saliha Abubakar
28. Zahra'u Umar Aliyu
29. Adebayo Kafayat
30. James Bassey
31. Maryam Ayuba
32. Maria Oyebimpe Oyedeji
33. Olomola Victoria Abosede
34. Tanimowo Oluwafemi
35. Kwaptel Moses Manyen
36. Amina Mustapha Ibrahim
37. Peter Odeh Ogbaji
38. Salako Sijuade Kehinde
39. Precious Afuaman
40. Hussaina Hussaini
41. Victoria Gbadebo Oluyemisi
42. Tijjani Ali Fatumi
43. Naja'atu Ibrahim Ali
44. Sufyanu Randali Ummar
45. Abubakar Auta Hussaini
46. Oladayo Ajibola Olaore
47. Siraie Anda Zakariya
48. Adeyemi Adedayo Kabir
49. Jumbu Luka
50. Shelami Thomas
51. Isaac Onibaniyi
52. Ijafia Mullam Zamdai
53. Fatima Banu
54. Aminat Abdulrasheed
55. Nosakhare Akin Ojo
56. Umar Isah Hauwau
57. Nurudeen Abdulrauf
58. Mansur Muhammad Mansur
59. Mathew David
60. Dalenash Yohanna
61. Iliya Glory Robert
62. Esther Taye
63. T.J Ramatu
64. Tansi Adaji

- BOT Chairman
- BOT Member
- BOT Member
- BOT Member
- BOT Member
- BOT Secretary
- Executive Director
- State Team Lead/Birnin-Kebbi
- Director Fin & Admin
- Director Gender & Governance
- Prog. Officer Edu. & Empowerment
- Director Prog. & Comm. Mob.
- Director Audit
- Admin /HR
- Finance & Admin Officer
- Program Officer
- Program Assistant.
- Director M&E
- Program Manager
- Finance & Admin Assist
- Program Officer
- State Team Lead/Borno
- Program Officer
- M&E Assistant
- Program. Support Staff
- Program Support Staff
- Program Support Staff
- State Team Lead/Zamfara
- Data Manager/M & E Officer
- I.T Support Staff
- Program Support Staff
- KMCO
- Office Manager
- I.T Staff
- Finance & Admin Assistant
- State Program Officer
- Finance & Admin Assistant
- M & E Assistant
- KMC Support
- Field Officer
- Program Officer
- M & E Assistant
- State Team Lead/Yobe
- M & E Assistant
- M & E Assistant
- Finance & Admin Assistant
- Program Support Staff
- M & E Assistant
- State Team Lead/Adamawa
- Program Assistant
- Admin/Logistics
- Program Assistant
- Program Support Staff
- Program Support Staff
- M & E Support Staff
- Program Support Staff
- Program Support Staff
- M & E Support Staff
- M & E Support Staff
- Program Support Staff
- Program Support Staff
- Maintenance staff
- Maintenance staff
- Maintenance staff
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www.lhinigeria.org

Mission

Vision
A more fulfilled life for everyone.

Kebbi Brance Office:
2nd Floor, Akoko Plaza,
Opp. New Central Bank
Building, Emir Haruna Road,
Birnin Kebbi, Kebbi State.
Zamfara Branch Office:
No 24 Zamfara Plaza,
Olusegun Obasanjo
Drive Gusau,
Zamfara State.

Borno Branch Office:
No 9 Stop Kawu Plaza
Opp Government House
Maiduguri

LIFE HELPERS INITIATIVE

